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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1,2,4,5,8,9,16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Blake 4895,008. Blake teaches a drawer lock assembly (Figures 1-6) comprising a 
drawer chassis 10, a drawer 12, a cam 80 for engaging a lock pin 86 actuated either by 
manual key lock core means 48 or electronically actuated means provided by solenoid 
64 and armature/release member (col. 1, lines 11-17, lines 18-30, and lines 46-51, 
especially). The lock system further comprises the lock cylinder 48 having a pin 50 to 
engage a lock catch 74, and a keypad input device 66. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blake 



'008 in view of Feldpausch et al. 5,38,039. 
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Blake teaches the drawer lock described above with manual key lock means 48 
for moving the cam between two positions but fails to provide a spring bias for the lock 
core 48, as set forth in claim 3. Feldpausch et al teach a drawer lock comprising a lock 
core 46 having a spring bias 76. It would have been obvious to modify the lock core 48 
of Blake by providing a spring bias to a certain position as taught by Feldpausch as an 
obvious matter of design choice in view of the fact that Blake has contemplated a spring 
bias for the actuation means, since the alternate embodiment taught by Blake in Figures 
7-9 teaches such a spring bias for the actuation mechanism. 

5. Claims 6,7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Blake '008 
in view of Hoffman 5,841 ,361 . 

Blake teaches a solenoid operated electronic lock control means rather than a 
motor driven control and further fail to specify the use of lock position sensors. Hoffman 
teaches an electronic lock control means for cabinets and drawers (col. 3, lines 41-44) 
comprising a drive motor 214 as the control means and further providing position 
indicators (LED) for the lock. With respect to claim 7, Official Notice is taken that it is 
well known to provide an electronic lock with position sensors to feed information to the 
position indicators. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to provide the electronic lock control means of Blake with position sensors and 
further substitute a drive motor for the solenoid, as taught by Hoffman to be a functional 
equivalent. 
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6. Claims 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blake '008 in view of Friar et al 6,746,091 . 

Blake teaches the drawer lock described above, but fails to teach the drawer on 
a cart. Friar et al clearly teach a lock system, for a medical cart comprising a chassis 
with drawers having tabs 18, comprising both an electronic control means and a manual 
override means to actuate a well known drawer lock cam mechanism 78/18. The 
electronic control comprises a keypad or other input means, solenoid 24, armature 26, 
lock member 22 and cam 78. The manual override comprises a lock cylinder 37 and 
yoke 36 assembly which cooperate with the armature 26 and lock member 22 to actuate 
the cam 78 to release the drawers. Thus, Friar et la teach a well known cart having 
drawer locks of the type disclosed by Blake, therefore, it would have been obvious to 
provide the drawer of Blake on a cart as an obvious matter of design choice. 

With respect to the method claims 11-15, the method steps of operating a 
lockable drawer of a cart are deemed inherent to the combined drawer lock of Blake 
and cart of Friar et al as discussed above. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 2/24/06, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 ,2,4-16 under Friar et al '091 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Blake 4,895,008 and Friar 
et al '091 , as set forth above. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Suzanne Dino Barrett whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7053. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). , 




Sueanne Dino Barrett 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3676 
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